
My Uncle, Tony Brown and I, have been researching the Brown family of the Alkington 
area of Gloucestershire. We have followed the bloodline backwards from Tony into the 
mid 1700’s with mixed success. Nevertheless, with a name like Brown there are going to 
be times when you get stuck, not knowing which Brown is which. 
In an attempt to clear some of these blockages we decided to go sideways along 
branches of the family tree to see if we could derive information, which might throw a 
light on our own line. 
 
We started with (Joseph Brown 1820) as the known root. We know this man as “the 
gamekeeper” because of his job - with so many George’s, Joseph’s etc using their job 
title helps in identification.  The gamekeeper is my 2 x great-grandfather and is well 
known to us so it seemed a good place to start. 
 
In ‘going sideways’ we were considering the gamekeeper’s siblings, in particular the 
other male (George Brown 1816). 
 
1841. 
We found (George 1816) in the 1841 census living in St Michaels wood area of 
Gloucestershire. St Michaels wood lays in the Alkington area, part of the registration 
district of Berkeley, Gloucestershire. It’s known today as Michaelwood, and is a service 
area on the M5 motorway running north from Bristol and the West Country. Back then it 
was a wooded area much of which was under the Berkeley Estate. 
 
(George 1816) then 25, was living with his newly widowed father, another George born 
1787, and 2 younger siblings. Joseph (the gamekeeper) aged 20 - then just an 
agricultural labourer - and a sister Mary. 
 
1851. 
By the time of the 1851 census there has been a large change. (George1861) remains 
with his father (George 1787) but now living in Wick Rd Alkington*. However, we now 
find him with a wife and children. 
 
There are a couple of issues with this census record. First note…   
a. (George snr 1787) is shown as the head with his son and ‘daughter-in-law’ living with 
him.   
b. George Jnr’s children are shown as being the grandchildren of George Snr, the head 
of the house. 
c. There is a “George Trotman” living with them. He is shown as being the son of Mary 
Brown. 
 
Mary Lewis Trotman and (George Brown 1816) were not married - they married in 1860. 
So, in fact George Brown Snr had neither daughter-in-law nor Grandchildren, at least in 
a legal sense. Neither was the person shown as “Mary Brown” Mary Brown at all. She 
remained Mary Lewis Trotman in law. 
What was written on the 1851 census was therefore, utter fabrication. 
 
* Alkington is not a village per se; it’s more an area comprising a number of hamlets. 
 
 



Mary Lewis Trotman. Later Mary Brown. 
She is an intriguing character worthy of pages of writing just for her and her family, but, 
as a precis…   
1841. 
In the 1841 census we find her living with her mother who is a 45 year old charwoman 
and 5 siblings (the younger two of whom were not Mary Snr’s children at all but were 
Mary’s Jnr’s illegitimate children George and William).  
In the same house was an 80 year old, Henry Lewis, said to be a lodger. 
 There is no father. Although we have not researched the topic ourselves we are told her 
father (William Tratman 1792)* was sentenced to death for the theft of Gold Sovereigns, 
later commuted to transportation for 14 years. However he died on a prison hulk in the 
Thames estuary awaiting transportation. He was tried and sentenced in 1831. He died in 
1838. 
*Sometimes Trotman is shown as Tratman in records.   
 
Prior to cohabiting with (George Brown 1816) she had the 2 illegitimate children 
mentioned above .  
The first was (George K. Trotman 1836);  
the second was (William Trotman1839).  
One Anthony Savage fathered William, the second child.  
And, although there is no proof as yet, (George K Trotman 1836), supposedly had the 
same father. 
 
1851. 
We see her living with George and his father together with one of her children, George 
Trotman, and the children she had with George. 
 
The children of George Brown and Mary Lewis Trotman.   
 
Mary’s children prior to her involvement with George. 
 
1. George Knight Trotman (maybe Savage)  1836-1853. Illegitimate  
2. William Savage Trotman. 1839-1894. Illegitimate. 
 
Mary’s children with George. 
 
3. John Brown - later Trotman 8th May 1842 . On John’s birth certificate Mary is 
shown as ‘Mary Brown formerly Trotman’. This is not true. His parents were not married. 
In later life, and for whatever reason, (John 1842) calls himself Trotman. This means all 
his descendants, and there are many, could be wrongly named Trotman as opposed to 
Brown. Wrongly named that is, genetically speaking. 
 
The records from his first marriage i.e. to Esther Painter in 1868, he shows his father as 
Joseph Trotman. Compare that to what the records show for his brother Joseph below. 
 
4.Joseph Brown- later Trotman 1846 was another who subsequently called himself 
Trotman as opposed to Brown. And yet another therefore, with descendants who are 
wrongly named.  



He was found in the 1861 census calling himself Trotman living on a farm nearby to the 
rest of the family.  
 
In the record of his marriage to Annis Hazell in 1872 he showed his father as being 
George Trotman. This was not true and not the same as declared by his brother John.  
Their subsequent children were called Trotman. 
Note.  
Despite having the same father as John they both used different Christian names for 
their father on the marriage lines. Form your own opinion what that’s about. 
 
5. Mary Maria Brown-Later Trotman. 27th November 1847. Her birth certificate shows 
her father as being George Brown and her mother as ‘Mary Brown formerly Trotman’. 
Yet again untrue. 
 
She was found in the 1861 census calling herself Trotman. At the time she was 13 and 
working at a farm nearby.  
In 1870 she was married to Edward Beard as Mary Trotman with no father – though 
admittedly the name George was written in that column but was crossed out. 
 
And, even more odd is her witnesses were Joseph Brown and Ellen Brown. It’s hard to 
explain why her siblings would have chosen to revert to the name Brown just for this 
event. It really is inexplicable and not just a little confusing. 
 
6. Ellen Brown Trotman. 2nd July 1849 
Ellen’s birth certificate shows Ellen’s name as Ellen Brown. Now whether this is ‘Ellen 
Brown Trotman’ or simply ‘Ellen Brown’ we can’t be sure. 
By 1871 she remains Ellen Brown in the census. 
In 1876 Ellen marries William Limbrick. She marries as ‘Ellen Trotman’. She says her 
father is George Trotman. 
This is another of George Brown’s children using the Trotman name. 
Of course her children will be Limbrick’s so will not be affected by the name change. 
 
7. Absolom Thomas Brown July 1851 
In the 1861 census he is shown as Thomas Brown. We believe he married as a Brown. 
 
8. Leah Brown 27th October 1853 
 
9. Eliza Brown October 1856 
 
10. Ann Brown 1858 
 
11. Alice Brown 1861 -1861 
Alice lived only until the 10th August. She was one of a pair of twins born to George and 
Mary 
 
12. Elizabeth Brown 1861. 
Elizabeth was the surviving twin of 2 girls born 1861. The girls were privately baptized 
30th July 1861. This was usually carried out at home when it was likely a child would not 
survive. 



	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
Conclusions. 
This family is confusing. The confusion is largely caused by the changing of 
name from Brown to Trotman and sometimes back again and back yet again.  
Added to that the lack of consistency i.e. Some of the children change names 
and others don’t. And certainly not at the same time. 
 
It is almost as though we have 2 families mixed up here. However we are 
reasonably confident we have one family. The Brown family with George and 
Mary as parents.  
We rely on the 1851 census. This shows Mary with a string of children, all shown 
as Brown’s. Some of those same children have birth certificates with the father’s 
name being shown as George Brown. 
 
We further see those same children swapping names in census records. And 
even getting married with the changed name, thus embedding the name change, 
as it were. 
 
So, why did they do that? Of course this far into the future we cannot be certain. 
We can only see what is recorded and family disputes are not a matter of record. 
 
George didn’t marry Mary until 1860.  Having lived with Mary for nearly 20 years. 
Again we have no idea who was the obstruction to that marriage. Or, for that 
matter, who instigated it.  
 
It could be possible to infer the obstruction was George.  This may then have 
caused some of his children to use their mother’s name as opposed to their 
father’s. But, even in that they show inconsistency in their naming of their father 
on their marriage details. Joseph Trotman, George Trotman, George, no father 
etc. 
 
Whatever the reason there was some form of catastrophic breakdown of family 
relationships within this group in the late 1850’s.  Nevertheless Genetically these 
people are Brown’s NOT Trotman’s, that is they do NOT have Trotman fathers. 
 
From this distance we can only look back and wonder why.  
 
Why did Mary Lewis Trotman lie so regularly on birth certificates – remember she 
was the person who notified the registrar of Births and Deaths about the births?  
 



Why did the whole family, including George and even George senior, lie in 
census records? What was the point? What did they hope to achieve? 
 
The upshot for us is we have seen nothing to help us add to the existing picture 
we have of our direct bloodline relatives of the period. And, you will remember 
that was our hope. We are left wondering just how much they in turn knew of the 
events unfolding within their direct family. 
 
As the researcher for this project I begin to see an overall picture. Sadly I can see 
no hero’s in this family. There have been lies throughout the generations. It’s 
difficult for me as a son of a mother born illegitimately  -  and, whose mother was 
told nothing -  not to be judgemental. I have seen the damage done by such   
mendacity. Shameful. 
 


