
John Brown – later Trotman  
B: 8 May 1842, Woodford Gloucestershire. 
D: June 1927 Bridgend Glamorganshire. Aged 85  
 
Overview. 
When John Brown was born on 8 May 1842 in Berkeley, Gloucestershire, his 
father, George, was 26 and his mother, Mary, was 25.  
He married Esther Painter and they had nine children together.  
He then married Sarah Jane Fletcher and they had five children together.  
He died in June 1927 at the age of 85. 
In the 1871 census John is shown as being deaf. 
 
John Brown was the first son of George Brown and Mary Lewis Trotman. 
Mary already had two illegitimate children, at least one of which was with a 
man named Savage. 
 
Although the relationship between George Brown and Mary Lewis Trotman 
ran for many years, during which time they had a number of children, they 
didn’t marry until 1860. We don’t know why they didn’t marry or which of the 
two was obstructing the marriage. 
 
John’s birth certificate shows George Brown as the father and ‘Mary Brown – 
formerly Trotman’ as the mother. He is found in the 1851 census called John 
Brown, living with his parents and grandfather.  
 
Seemingly John Brown called himself John Trotman  as soon as he could. We 
can find no further record of him using his father’s name after the 1851 
census. Some of his siblings followed suit, swapping their father’s name for 
their mother’s; Brown to Trotman. 
 
John married twice, his first wife, Esther Painter, died in 1887. 
He married Esther whilst still in Gloucestershire in October 1868. He later 
moved to South Wales. 
Although Esther shows no father on her marriage lines we did discover she 
had both parents. 
 
John and Esther’s children were:- 
 
1. William Trotman  1869-1901; 
 
2. George Henry Trotman 1870-1949; 
 
3. Edith Ann Trotman 1874-1930; 
 
4. Mary Elizabeth Trotman 1876-1946; 
 
5. Ellen Trotman 1879-1949; 
 



6. Sarah Annie Trotman 1880-1951; 
 
7. Alice Maud Trotman 1884-1945; 
 
8. Milly Brown Trotman 1886-1966; 
 
9. Mary Trotman 1887-1905 
Mary’s mother, Esther, died the same year as Mary was born aged only 40. 
And, Mary herself only lived until aged 18. Could it be there were 
complications at Mary’s birth, which were instrumental in the demise of her 
mother and in her own early death? 
 
After Esther’s death John married again this time to Sarah Jane Fletcher 
(1857-1915). She was some 15 years his  
Sarah had supposedly been married before to a man called Mulrooney. At the 
time of writing nothing is know of this marriage. Whether she had children in 
that marriage or not or how it ended we don’t know. 
 
In the 1891 census John is shown as Widowed and Sarah as a Servant – 
House Keeper in his household. N.B. They had a child by then, Lydia, and 
she is shown on the census as his daughter. 
 
Sarah and John married in 1892. 
 
The children of John Trotman and Sarah Jane Fletcher were:- 
 
10. Lydia Emily Trotman 1890-1968, born before they were married; 
 
11. Joseph Edwin Trotman 1893-1966; 
 
12. Leah Olive Trotman 1897-1939; 
 
13. Esther Beatrice Trotman 1902-1969; 
 
14. Caroline Trotman 1905-1991 
 
Sarah Jane Fletcher died in 1915 leaving John a widower again. He died in 
Bridgend, Glamorganshire, Wales in June 1927 aged 85 
 
	  
	  


